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This course offers an exploration of lexical typology, understood as the systematic study of
cross-linguistic variation in words and vocabularies, and word meaning universals. It
introduces some of the critical theoretical and methodological issues inherent in lexical
typology, which has to find its way in balancing between theoretical semantics, lexicography
and general typology. We will use several case studies to highlight both key concepts in the
field, among others, co-expression, colexification, syn-expression and conflation, and
advantages and disadvantages of different methodological approaches. A significant focus
will be on examining which meanings can or cannot be lexicalized across languages.

A central challenge in all cross-linguistic comparison is to what extent an observed cross-
linguistic similarity may be explained by universal tendencies, inheritance, contacts,
accident, or a combination of these factors. We will consider this issue as applying to word
meaning and lexico-semantic patterns. We will discuss precise and approximate meaning
universals, and absolute, statistical, and implicational universals. While most lexical
universals identified are statistical, absolute lexical universals are of significant theoretical
interest, and we will review various approaches to identify them. We will also devote some
time to genetic and areal patterns in word meaning and lexico-semantic patterns and give
examples of how lexical typology can be used in historical research.
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