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A lineage-based, typological approach to
construction grammar

William Croft, University of New Mexico

What does a construction grammar look like that applies across all languages and is
grounded in the dynamics of conversational interaction over time? | argue here that a
language is a historical entity, bounded in space and time. Grammatical forms and categories
in a language are lineages of uses (replications) in discourse of the form or category.
Language use is primarily the verbalization of experience by speakers for other speakers.
Constructions should be initially defined as a function expressed in form (the
onomasiological approach). The functional framework is based on Chafe’s theory of
verbalization. Constructions in particular languages can be analyzed in typological terms by
relating their form and function via typological comparative concepts. The internal structure
of constructions is simply the part-whole relation linking constructions to their construction
elements (CEs). Syntactic structure is “flat”, that is, nonrecursive. The constructicon is
organized as a complex, probabilistic mapping from morphosyntactic forms in syntactic
space onto functions (experiences) in conceptual space.
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