
Prova de Proficiência em Língua Inglesa

Instruções:
1. Esta prova mede a proficiência do candidato na leitura em língua inglesa.
2. As respostas deverão ser dadas em português e não devem ser uma tradução

literal do texto.
3. As respostas deverão ater-se exclusivamente ao texto e ao que está sendo

perguntado.
4. O limite de espaço para cada resposta é de meia página.
5. Você pode consultar dicionários, mas não pode solicitar a ajuda de outras pessoas

ou cometer plágio.
6. A duração da prova é de 2 horas.
7. Ao terminar a prova, você deve clicar no botão Entregar / Turn in. Provas entregues

após as 16h serão ANULADAS e o candidato ELIMINADO do processo seletivo.

Prova:

Leia o texto “Researchers study how COVID pandemic is affecting
language change” de autoria de Kim Popiolek, extraído de
https://msutoday.msu.edu/news e responda as questões a seguir:

Aug. 10, 2020

Researchers study how COVID pandemic is affecting language change

COVID-19 has had a major impact on people around the world, but how is the
pandemic changing our language and the way we communicate? That is the
question being studied by a team of researchers at Michigan State University, led by
Associate Professor Suzanne Wagner and Assistant Professor Betsy Sneller.

The MI COVID Diaries project, run by MSU’s Sociolinguistics Lab, has been
collecting recorded speech from Michigan residents since the beginning of April to
track changes to language during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Social distancing and distance learning are affecting how people behave in the
world,” Sneller said. “Part of this project is to document how people’s lives are
changing. But from the linguistics side, what we are interested in is how these social
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changes impact language use, both on a short-term scale and potentially on the
long-term scale as well.”

For sociolinguists and scholars of language change, this research will provide a
timely and important view of how this global event, and particularly the absence of
face-to-face interaction, affects language change. “Part of what we want to do is
measure how language is changing in real time,” Sneller said. “By getting recordings
from people at the beginning of this crisis and then throughout, we can then compare
their speech to their own speech and see how it’s changed over the course of
however long this takes. That is the ultimate goal.”

Historically, major events like natural disasters and war have proven to have big
impacts on language. Wagner and Sneller expect the coronavirus pandemic will
have an impact on language use as well.

“We know from numerous studies of 20th century speech from different communities
around the world that the second World War was a big inflection point for language
change partly because, in contrast to the coronavirus pandemic, it brought people
together who ordinarily wouldn’t have had contact with one another,” Wagner said.
“People were mobilized and sent to bases or areas of war. It put women into the
workforce interacting with people they normally wouldn’t have interacted with. And it
led to greater industrialization after the war.

“There are lots of well-known cases like this where we can see changes happening
to languages in lots of different places because people came together in ways they
normally wouldn’t. Now we are seeing people being kept apart and we should
perhaps expect to see similar seismic effects.”

Only Language Research Lab Doing COVID Longitudinal Study

The MSU Sociolinguistics Lab isn’t the only linguistics lab in the world doing this type
of research, but it is the only one designed to hear from diarists throughout the whole
crisis.

“There are a few other sites across the world doing COVID-related sociolinguistic
work, but as far as we’re aware, we’re the only language research group doing a
pandemic-focused longitudinal study,” Wagner said. “We also are lucky enough to
have a basis for comparison, because in the Sociolinguistics Lab we’ve been doing
some work over the last few years that has given us a database of Michigander
speech that we can use for our pre-pandemic reference point.”



This research also is unusual in that the team first began collecting recordings only
two weeks after Michigan’s Stay in Place order went into effect.
“We’re lucky that we got this project off the ground only a few weeks after the lock
downs started, which as far as I know is the earliest,” Sneller said. “This allows us to
capture the entire range of the COVID crisis and how things have been affected from
the very beginning.”

Wagner and Sneller credit their student team as well as MSU staff with helping get
the project up and running so quickly.

“We had fantastic help from MSU staff that mobilized rapidly to help us do this. It was
just extraordinary and that speaks to Michigan State’s wonderful hiring and staff,”
Wagner said. “We could not, by any means, do this without them.”

Seeking Participants for MI COVID Diaries

The research team is still recruiting Michigan residents, ages 3 and older, to be part
of the study by sharing their experiences under COVID-19 restrictions. They are
especially interested in hearing from students in 5th-10th grade as well as adults who
work with teens, such as teachers and coaches.

Individuals from across the state are asked to document changes in social life and
language by recording themselves talking about any number of life experiences and
then submit the audio recordings.

Part of our goal is to give voice to people’s experiences,” Sneller said. “It’s an
opportunity for people to take a little quiet time to think out loud and to process all the
changes, big and small, that they’re going through in the pandemic.

To participate, people can sign up on the MI COVID Diaries website by answering a
few questions. Participants then receive regular emails, depending on how often they
indicate they want to be contacted, that offer audio diary prompts to think about,
such as “What was it like the first time you wore a mask outside?” and “Have you or
anyone close to you had to cancel any big plans?”

https://www.mi-covid-diaries.com/


One of the child participants doing a MI COVID Diaries recording.

The research team also has asked questions concerning language and how people
communicate, such as “When you are wearing a mask have you noticed that you
use your eyes or your hands to express things that you would have normally done
with a smile? And, “Do you say ‘COVID’ or ‘coronavirus’ and do you call it different
things with different people?”
Participants answer as many questions as they like and record themselves using a
smartphone or other recording device. They then are asked to submit the short audio
recordings to the MI COVID Diaries website. One participant has submitted

recordings every day. A few others
submit recordings every few days.

“We are trying to get as many
Michiganders as possible from
across the entire state,” Sneller said.
“So far, 226 people have signed up,
and of those 226 people, we have
recordings from 67, so about
one-third of the people who sign up
are submitting recordings. The
majority of people who have
submitted at least one recording are
regular contributors who submit
recordings at least once a month or
once every week or so.”

https://www.mi-covid-diaries.com/


The research team has special ethics approval for children and teenagers to capture
audio recordings from them with their parent’s help and permission. Recently they
have been working with the MSU Extension 4-H program, among other
organizations, to recruit youth participants.
“We are not asking people to record their kids for hours on end,” Wagner said. “If
parents find that it’s fun to sit with their kid even for a couple minutes a week and find
out what their child is thinking that could be beneficial for both the caregiver and for
the child.”

The stories they have received range from people who postponed their wedding, to
parents homeschooling their children, and comments on news stories such as the
flooding in Midland and the Black Lives Matter protests and how these events are
impacted by COVID.

Library of Michigan Partnership

The research team has partnered with the Library of Michigan to add to the regional
documentation of the pandemic. The Library of Michigan is running its own archival
project, called COVID-19: Save Your Story, to preserve the stories of daily lives in
order to provide future historians, researchers, and students with information on life
in Michigan during the pandemic.
“We asked them if they would be interested in having anonymous recordings and
transcripts from our project and they said yes, absolutely,” Wagner said. “Our
participants have the option when they sign up to also have their audio recordings
preserved for the future in the Library of Michigan’s COVID-19: Save Your Story
archive.”

Benefits to Research Participants

Not only are participants helping with research and historical preservation, they also
are seeing personal benefits as well.
“We know that social isolation is very difficult for a lot of people and one our goals is
to build a feeling of solidarity amongst people in Michigan,” Sneller said. “If you look
at our archive page, each week we list two to three stories from people who have
submitted audio files that week. Our goal is to give people a sense of community to
show them they are not going through this alone, that there’s hope.”

https://www.mi-covid-diaries.com/for-kids
https://www.mi-covid-diaries.com/for-kids
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4h/
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/0,9327,7-381-88854_89996-523458--,00.html


One of the participants of the MI COVID Diaries project

Some participants have found the recordings to be a great way to process their own
thoughts on a regular basis.
“Participants have gotten back about how much they enjoy doing this,” Sneller said.
“We’ve heard from multiple people that the process of just sitting down and thinking
about how your life is very cathartic and therapeutic.”

More Information

The MI COVID Diaries project is supported by funding from MSU’s College of Arts &
Letters including its Undergraduate Research Initiative, annual funds to the MSU
Sociolinguistics Lab, and a summer faculty fellowship to Wagner. Speech-to-text
processing is supported by a Google Cloud research grant to Sneller. A proposal for
a large government-funded grant is currently under review.

For more information on the project or to participate, see the MI COVID Diaries
website.

By: Kim Popiolek

https://www.mi-covid-diaries.com/
https://www.mi-covid-diaries.com/


Questões:

1. Com base na leitura do título e dos quatro primeiros parágrafos do
artigo, explique o projeto proposto. (30,0 pontos)
Resposta:

O artigo aborda um estudo liderado por um grupo de pesquisadores da Universidade do
Estado de Michigan, nos EUA, sobre os efeitos da pandemia pelo coronavirus nas
mudanças inerentes à linguagem e à forma como nos comunicamos. O projeto, denominado
MI COVID Diaries Project e conduzido pelo MSU Sociolinguistic Lab, iniciou a coleta de
gravações da fala dos moradores em abril. O principal objetivo do estudo é analisar como,
do ponto de vista linguístico, as mudanças sociais em uma escala global afetam o uso da
língua, tanto a curto quanto a longo prazo, na ausência de uma interação face-a-face.

2. Em que medida os grandes eventos do século XX, previamente
pesquisados do ponto de vista linguístico, fornecem subsídios para a
atual pesquisa? (20,0 pontos)
Resposta:

Sabe-se, por exemplo, que a Segunda Guerra Mundial teve um papel crucial na mudança
linguística em parte porque reuniu pessoas de diferentes comunidades que, a princípio, não
teriam contato, introduzindo a mão de obra feminina no mercado de trabalho e estimulando
uma maior industrialização no período pós-guerra. Com a pandemia do coronavirus, porém,
embora o movimento populacional seja diametralmente oposto, dado o distanciamento
social, espera-se efeitos marcantes semelhantes na linguagem.

3. Com base no texto e nas ilustrações, preencha o quadro a seguir com
dados sobre a metodologia da pesquisa.  (30,0 pontos)

Natureza do estudo: Estudo sociolinguístico comparativo longitudinal

Período avaliado: Duas semanas após o início do período de isolamento em
Michigan até o presente

Perfil dos participantes: Moradores de Michigan, com idade igual ou superior a 3 anos
de idade, especialmente alunos entre o 5º e 10º ano escolar,
bem como adultos que lidam diretamente com adolescentes,
como professores e treinadores



Forma de registro /
submissão dos dados:

Breves gravações de voz, por meio de diferentes mídias,
enviadas ao site do projeto MI COVID Diaries, mediante
autorização prévia, cadastro por email e preenchimento de
questionário sobre um conjunto de perguntas, de diferentes
ordens e em diferentes momentos da pesquisa.

Parceiros do estudo: The Library of Michigan, MSU's College of Arts & Letters e
Google Cloud

Benefícios do estudo: Para a pesquisa: colaboração e preservação do patrimônio
histórico
Para os participantes: construção de um sentimento de
coletividade, estimulando processos catárticos e terapêuticos

4. Quais aspectos da vida cotidiana, concernentes à linguagem e à
comunicação, são abordados na pesquisa? (20,0 pontos)

Resposta:

As perguntas procuram mapear, em primeiro lugar, o uso dos gestos e das expressões
faciais no contexto de uso de máscara, em uma perspectiva multimodal. Em segundo lugar,
as questões giram em torno da linguagem usada para se referir ao vírus e à doença.


