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Resumo da Dissertacio:

Charles Dickens (1812 — 1870) e Machado de Assis (1839 — 1908) foram dois escritores contemporaneos entre si
que acumularam diversas similaridades, como a escrita em diferentes géneros literarios, a recepgao destacada de
seus romances ¢ a aproximacdo de certos temas e simbolos. Apesar disso, até a realizagdo do presente estudo,
nenhuma pesquisa havia se debru¢ado sobre uma comparagao explicita da ficcdo de ambos os autores. Desse modo,
foi realizado um empreendimento de inauguracdo dos estudos comparativos entre Dickens e Machado. Foi
identificado como ponto de contato relevante a presenca recorrente da critica social nos textos dos dois. Como
objetos de estudo, foram selecionados os romances Great Expectations (1860-1861) e Memorias postumas de Bras
Cubas (1880—-1881), ambos os quais discutem as relagdes das diferentes classes sociais em Londres e no Rio de
Janeiro, respectivamente. Como subsidio tedrico, foi elencada a teoria socioldgica do francés Pierre Bourdieu, com
base, principalmente, no livro 4 distingdo (2011). O estudo teve como objetivo cotejar a tecitura da critica social
nos dois romances, investigando suas convergéncias e divergéncias. A hipotese era que, apesar das diferengas, os
dois romances teriam engendrado criticas contundentes ao sistema hierarquizante de classes sociais no capitalismo
industrial oitocentista. Como resultado, verificou-se a presenca relevante de pontos de contato entre as duas obras,
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com paralelos significativos entre personagens, cenas narrativas e simbolos empregados nas narrativas. Assim, a
aplicag¢@o do arcabouco tedrico bourdieusiano provou-se eficaz ao criar um didlogo produtivo entre os campos dos
Estudos Literarios e das Ciéncias Sociais. Por fim, os resultados da pesquisa apontam para a significancia de
estudos que coloquem em confronto a ficcdo de Charles Dickens ¢ Machado de Assis, dois dos maiores
romancistas de seus canones nacionais, bem como das tradigdes literarias, respectivamente, das linguas inglesa e
portuguesa.

Palavras-chave: Charles Dickens. Literatura brasileira. Literatura comparada. Literatura inglesa. Machado de
Assis.

Abstract:

Charles Dickens (1812 — 1870) and Machado de Assis (1839 — 1908) were two contemporaneous writers who
accumulated several similarities between each other, such as their writing in different literary genres, the reception
which emphasizes their novels, and the similarity of certain themes and symbols. Nevertheless, until the
development of the current study, there has been no research that has concerned itself with an explicit comparison
of the fiction of both authors. Thereby, an enterprise was launched to inaugurate the comparative studies between
Dickens and Machado. Following, the recurring presence of social critique in the texts of the two writers was
identified as a relevant common topic. As objects of study, the novels Great Expectations (1860—1861) and
Memorias postumas de Bras Cubas (1880—1881) were selected, both of which comment on the relationships of the
different social classes in London and in Rio de Janeiro, respectively. As theoretical groundwork, the sociological
theory of Pierre Bourdieu was selected, especially based on the book A distin¢do [Distinction] (2011). The study
had as its objective to compare the weaving of social critique in the two novels, investigating their convergences
and divergences. The hypothesis was that, despite their differences, both novels would have developed pointed
criticisms to the hierarchical system of social classes within 19"-century industrial capitalism. As a result, the
presence of relevant points of intersection has been verified between both the novels, with significant parallels
between characters, scenes, and symbols displayed within the narratives. Therefore, applying the Bourdieusian
theoretical groundwork proved itself efficient at developing a productive dialogue between the fields of Literary
Studies and the Social Sciences. Lastly, the results of the research pointed to the significance of studies which
compare the fiction of Charles Dickens and Machado de Assis, two of the greatest novelists of their national
canons, as well as of the literary tradition of, respectively, English and Portuguese languages.
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